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I. JUSTIFICATION OF THE PROGRAM:

Criminal Law, as a branch of public law, covers crimes, offenses and infractions of a criminal 
nature, regulated by the Criminal Code and various special laws. This legal discipline is not 
only limited to the definition and classification of punishable conducts, but also includes 
Criminal Procedural Law, which establishes the procedures and mechanisms through which 
a person accused of violating a criminal law is judged, with the ultimate purpose of 
determining his or her degree of responsibility.

The criminal process is characterized by a series of stages, each with its own particularities 
and requirements. These define and shape the way in which the different actors in the 
criminal justice system -private or public attorneys, prosecutors, defendants, plaintiffs and 
civil actors- must litigate and present their cases in court. In this context, mastery of 
litigation techniques becomes indispensable for any legal professional working in the 
criminal field.

II. GENERAL OBJECTIVE:

To provide participants with the theoretical and practical knowledge of Criminal Law in the 
Dominican Republic, developing skills that will enable them to know the principles, rules 
and procedures contained in our criminal law, procedural and special laws. Likewise, the 
course will be focused on oral litigation techniques and the protection of fundamental 
rights, it is a theoretical and practical training.



Diploma in Criminal Procedural 
Law and Litigation

III. COMPETENCIES TO BE DEVELOPED IN THE 
PARTICIPANTS:

1. To know the origin of the criminal process and its foundations.

2. To master the principles, stages and procedures of the criminal process.

3. Develop the necessary skills to effectively apply oral litigation t e c h n i q u e s  in 

criminal procedure hearings.

4. Analyze   the   jurisprudence   of   the the   Supreme   Court   of   Justice and     of 

the   Constitutional Court on the subject.

5. Identify the elements necessary for the elaboration of strategies

investigation, prosecution and criminal defense strategies.

6. Proper handling of evidence in the criminal process, obtaining, preparation, presentation 

and rebuttal.

IV. PARTICIPANT'S PROFILE:

All participants of the diploma course must have a degree in Law or Political Science. 

Students of the aforementioned degrees may also participate, provided they can prove that 

they are finishing their degree (last four-month period).

V. PROGRAM STRUCTURE AND TIMETABLE:

Modality: virtual (5) (modules.) Hourly load:
approximately 100 hours.
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MODULE I: CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND CASE THEORY

1. Criminal justice in the Dominican Republic

2. Guiding principles of the criminal process

3. The criminal jurisdiction, procedural subjects and their roles

4. Criminal action

5. The coercive measure

6. Theory of the case

MODULE II: PREPARATORY PROCEEDINGS AND PRELIMINARY HEARING

1. Initial acts

2. Development of the investigation

3. Conclusion of the preparatory procedure

a. The prosecutor's accusation

b. The alternative or subsidiary 
accusation 4. Preliminary hearing
5. Special procedures

MODULE III: THE TRIAL

1. Principles of the oral trial

2. Opening and closing arguments

3. Handling of evidence at trial

4. Examination and cross-examination of witnesses 5. 
Incorporation and evaluation of evidence
6. Deliberation and sentencing

MODULE IV: APPEALS AND CRIMINAL ENFORCEMENT

1. The right to appeal

2. Appeals

3. Cassation

4. Appeal for review

5. Jurisdictional review before the Constitutional Court 6. Criminal 
enforcement
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MODULE 5: CRIMINAL LITIGATION

1. Litigation before the Courts of Instruction

2. Trial and litigation a. 
Prosecutor
b. Plaintiff and civil plaintiff 
c. Defense attorney

3. Handling of litigation in the Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court of Justice.

4. Litigation practice




